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Traffic Direction and Control
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this department for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable State Statutes: 

	KACP Accreditation Standard:  24.1

	Date Implemented:
	Review Date:


I. POLICY

Traffic hazards, obstructions, and other conditions sometimes require police officers to direct and control the flow of traffic. The policy of the Police Department is to provide effective direction and control of traffic, protect property and to ensure the safety citizens and officers. 
II. PROCEDURE

A. General:

a. Officers may be required to direct traffic at any of the following locations:

a.) Accident scenes

b.) Fire scenes

c.) Locations affected by adverse road and weather conditions

d.) Any other location where vehicular or pedestrian traffic is impeded

b. When an officer encounters one of the above situations, he/she shall correct the situation if possible.

c. If the traffic is impeded by a private entity (e.g., telephone, electric, cable repair, etc.), that entity is responsible for traffic control.

d. Normally patrol officers will be assigned to this duty; however, all sworn officers may be involved.

e.  Manual traffic direction will be accomplished with consideration for the safety of the officer at all times.

a.) The police vehicle should be appropriately positioned with all emergency lighting activated so that approaching motorists are adequately warned.

b.) Officers directing traffic shall abide by the departmental policy on the use of Reflective Vests.

c.) Flares, reflective triangles and/or traffic cones should be utilized where appropriate.

f. Verbal commands are seldom used in directing traffic. Arm gestures and flashlights equipped with traffic cones are usually sufficient. Oral orders are not easy to give or understand and often lead to misinterpretations, which are dangerous. An order, which is shouted, can antagonize the motorist. Occasionally a driver or pedestrian will not understand the officer's directions. When this happens the officer should move reasonably close to the person and politely and briefly explain his directions.

B.  Specific

a.  Accident scene

a.) Traffic control at an accident scene is the responsibility of the officer in charge of the scene.

b.) If there is only partial blockage of the traffic-way, officers on the scene will expedite traffic flow, but not to the degree that it endangers the safety of persons on the scene or that physical evidence is altered.

c.) If an accident investigation involves the closing of the traffic-way, the officer in charge of the scene shall notify the Communications Center that the roadway is closed and the estimated time that such closure will continue.

b. Fire scenes.

a.) Officers responding to the scene of a fire call will ensure observance of the following rules in regards to traffic control.

1. No vehicles, excluding emergency vehicles, will be allowed to drive into the area where fire apparatus is parked and operating.

1) Police vehicles should be parked in such a manner that the movement of emergency vehicles (e.g., ambulances) is not impeded.

2. No vehicles will be allowed to cross fire hoses without the approval of the incident scene commander

b.) Parked vehicles that interfere with fire operations may be towed as needed.

c.) Officers should remain on point control at the scene, until assistance is no longer required.

a) Fire personnel may relieve officers, if conditions indicate that the officer's presence is more urgently needed elsewhere.

c. Locations affected by adverse road and weather conditions.

a.) An officer may close a roadway if, in his opinion, the surface conditions and terrain are unusually hazardous. He should request public works assistance in alleviating the problem.

b.) The departmental public information officer or a supervisor shall notify the local media of adverse road conditions or closures that will affect the motoring public.

c.) Officers may be assigned to direct traffic and safeguard movement at the scene of downed power or telephone lines, broken gas or water mains, or highway construction, when the situation endangers the safe movement of traffic.

d. Disabled motorists

a.) The officer will position his/her vehicle such that it:

1.  Warns approaching motorists of a potential hazard

2. Protects the disabled vehicle and any persons on foot

3. Does not adversely impede the flow of traffic around the disabled vehicle.

b.) The officer will assist the motorist in obtaining necessary assistance or in having the vehicle removed from the roadway.

c.) Officers are not responsible for the repair of disabled vehicles, nor under normal circumstances shall they use their police vehicle to "jump start" disabled vehicles. Officers shall not use police vehicles to push disabled vehicles.

d.) If stopping and assisting would compromise a police assignment or unduly impact the safety of the officer or others under his/her control, the officer should notify the Communications Center of the motorist's location.

e. Special event traffic control.

a.) For any other special event, the officer in charge of the scene will ensure the preparation / implementation of a special traffic plan which addresses:

1. Ingress and egress of vehicles and pedestrians

2. Provisions for parking and spectator control

3.  Assignment of point control duties and relieves

4. Alternate traffic routing

5. Temporary traffic controls and parking prohibitions

6. Emergency vehicle access
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