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	Policy #

REQUESTING OUTSIDE SPECIALIZED UNITS
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third-party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis for internal discipline and/or criminal charges.


	Applicable State Statutes:

	KACP: 19.6 

	Date Implemented: July 1, 2025
	Revision Date:


I. PURPOSE
Law enforcement experience has demonstrated that there are police service demands which require specialized units equipped and trained to handle these demands successfully. The mission of these highly trained and specially equipped units is to bring under control police incidents involving highly volatile situations, including but not limited to suspected explosive devices, persons with weapons, barricaded and/or hostage incidents, suicidal calls, cadaver searches, and high-risk warrant service operations. While this agency may require the deployment of such a team, resources may require assistance from an established team outside of this agency with the resources necessary to respond.
II. POLICY 
It is the policy of this department that when the need arises for a specialized team, this department will call upon the Kentucky State Police or another law enforcement agency with an established team. The purpose of these specialized teams is to provide our community with increased police capability to control and resolve highly volatile incidents. The specialized equipment and training of these teams provide for greater safety of the subjects being confronted, police employees directly involved, and the community. This agency may call upon these specialized teams in situations warranting the need for specialized equipment and training.
III. DEFINITIONS
A. Specialized Team: Established units from an outside agency with specialized equipment and/or training, including but not limited to SWAT (Special Weapons and Tactics Team), ERT (Emergency Response Team), SRT (Specialized Response Team), hazardous devices, K-9, or other teams.
IV. Procedure: 
A. Deployment: When officers are confronted with situations requiring the assistance of a specialized team, they should notify a commanding officer who will, when possible, respond to the scene. If the commanding officer determines the necessity of the use of a specialized team, he will notify the agency contact to request the specialized team pursuant to KRS 431.007. Commanding officers should gather all available information regarding the situation to brief the specialized team.

B. Deployment for Warrant Service: After completing a risk assessment matrix form (required before all warrant service) and finding that the score requires the use of a specialized team, a commanding officer/deputy should be advised. The commanding officer/deputy should review the assessment and, upon satisfaction that a specialized team is necessary, notify the agency contact for the specialized team. 
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